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IN HONOR OF THE 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF COTERIE 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Coterie organization as they cele-
brate their 100th anniversary. I have the privi-
lege of representing this outstanding organiza-
tion and many of its members, who are truly 
a great asset to our community. 

Established in 1915 by a small group of Afri-
can American women in Denver who had a 
great thirst for knowledge, the group has per-
severed for a century. Since their founding at 
a time when the Ku Klux Klan predominated 
and then through two world wars, the Great 
Depression, economic recessions and seg-
regation, their tradition has endured. Each 
year, Coterie has investigated a new research 
topic, choosing subjects as diverse as the 
ages and interests of their members. Through 
the years, topics have included Milton and 
English Drama, Contemporary Women Meet-
ing Today’s Challenge of the Space Age, The 
World’s Great Opera, and Spotlighting Colo-
rado Afro-American Achievers. 

Since Coterie members understand the 
value that education brings to a community, 
they have shared it with countless others over 
their 100 year history. Members have been 
mentors to others and have inspired young 
people to continue their education. The find-
ings from their research will be stored at the 
Blair Caldwell African American Research Li-
brary, an appropriate depository of their work 
given, its mission of ‘‘sharing resources and 
services about African-American History.’’ The 
preservation of their work will enable future 
generations to benefit from their efforts for 
many decades to come. 

Coterie has been an important part of Afri-
can-American culture in Denver, and many of 
their members have also served as community 
leaders. Some of their notable living members 
include Marie Greenwood, who is now 102 
years old, joined Coterie in 1937, and is the 
first African American woman to receive a 
contract to teach with Denver Public Schools. 
Erma Ford, now 89 years old and a member 
since 1958, served as past president of the 
Colorado Association of Early Childhood Edu-
cation. 

Life, present and past, has been their teach-
er. Please join me in celebrating 100 years of 
Coterie in their dedicated pursuit of knowl-
edge. 

HONORING ANITA GERSON FOR 
RECEIVING THE 2015 DELORES 
BARR WEAVER ELDER ADVO-
CATE AWARD 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Macclenny, Florida resident Anita 
Gerson, recipient of the 2015 Delores Barr 
Weaver Elder Advocate Award from 
ElderSource, an organization devoted to help-
ing seniors across North Florida live inde-
pendent lives. 

A dedicated volunteer, Mrs. Gerson, 87, has 
served the elderly since her youth with 
ElderSource as her latest focus. For the last 
15 years, she has put the needs of Baker 
County, Florida elderly at the top of her list, 
serving on the ElderSource board of directors 
and ensuring organization services are effi-
cient, effective, and meet client needs. Addi-
tionally, she brought her devotion to the Baker 
County Council on Aging, where she served 
on the board of directors for seven years and 
president for one year. 

Mrs. Gerson has been described as a 
‘‘woman of great passion, wisdom and 
humor’’—qualities she embodies day-in and 
day-out as she cares for her community and 
those in need. She is a leader, a doer, does 
not shy away from hard work, and will stop at 
nothing to serve the elderly in her community. 

‘‘Bloom where you are planted,’’ her mother 
once told her, and make a positive difference 
in the lives of those around you. She has met 
that goal and then some throughout her entire 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to please join me in 
a very special Congressional salute to volun-
teer leader Northeast Florida resident Anita 
Gerson—an example for us all. 

f 

HONORING CHRISTIE RAMPONE 
AND CARLI LLOYD 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor two remarkably talented women, 
Christie Rampone and Carli Lloyd of New Jer-
sey’s Third Congressional District, for their 
participation on the U.S. Women’s National 
Soccer Team. 

I am proud to have Ms. Rampone and Ms. 
Lloyd represent not only the United States and 
New Jersey, but the people of Ocean County 
and Burlington County, on an international 
scale. As 2 of the 23 elite players offered 
membership onto the team, Ms. Rampone and 
Ms. Lloyd are not only exceptional athletes, 
but extraordinary testaments to determination, 
commitment, and sportsmanship. 

Ms. Rampone, of Point Pleasant, New Jer-
sey, is a 1999 FIFA Women’s World Cup 
champion and a three-time Olympic gold med-
alist, having won championship titles at the 
last 4 Summer Olympics. She has finished no 
lower than third place in each of the World 
Cup or Olympic tournaments in which she has 
competed while also being the mother of two 
young children. 

Ms. Lloyd, of Delran, New Jersey, is a two- 
time Olympic gold medalist, scoring the gold 
medal-winning goals in the finals of both the 
2008 and the 2012 Summer Olympics. She 
has also represented the United States at two 
FIFA Women’s World Cup tournaments, win-
ning bronze and silver respectively, and has 
scored over 50 goals in 190 games throughout 
her career on the U.S. Women’s National 
Team. 

Mr. Speaker, South Jersey applauds 
Christie Rampone and Carli Lloyd with tre-
mendous pride and admiration for their 
achievements in soccer. It is my honor to rec-
ognize them before the United States House 
of Representatives. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN FLINT BRANCH ON ITS 
95TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the United 
States House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing the American Association of Uni-
versity Women Flint Branch on the occasion of 
their 95th anniversary. 

The AAUW Flint Branch was established in 
1919 when 28 college-educated women 
formed a branch of the Western Association of 
Collegiate Alumnae. Throughout its history, 
the Flint Branch has actively supported re-
gional, cultural, civic and educational pro-
grams and events. 

The group gathers several times per year 
through membership meetings and book club 
gatherings. The meetings have consisted of 
guest speakers who educate members and 
initiate conversation around important issues 
affecting women and the greater community. 
Funds are raised through various initiatives al-
lowing the branch to build awareness and ad-
vocate for worthy causes not just with its voice 
but also through financial support. 

In 1922, an annual college scholarship of 
$200 was established for worthy women stu-
dents. This fund was continued for four years. 
In 1972, the Flint branch reinstated the annual 
merit scholarship bestowed to a female stu-
dent attending a college or university in Gen-
esee County. The award is now $1,000 and is 
renewable one additional year to each recipi-
ent along with a new yearly recipient. The 
branch also provides financial support to the 
Eleanor Roosevelt Fund, the Legal Advocacy 
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Fund, and the National Women’s Council fa-
cilitated through the AAUW National office. 

Throughout the years, the Flint branch has 
been a strong supporter of Title IX and would 
keep area schools and athletic associations 
apprised of issues at the national level. The 
branch also actively supports non-profit orga-
nizations in Genesee County such as Carriage 
Town Mission, Whaley Children’s Center and 
UM–Flint’s MPowering My Success program. 
In the 1960s and 1970s the Flint branch of the 
AAUW organized large book sales at the Gen-
esee Valley Mall to promote literacy and gen-
erate funds for its philanthropic endeavors. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the work done by 
the AAUW Flint Branch and thank them for the 
service they have provided to the City of Flint 
and the surrounding communities. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TAIWAN PRESIDENT 
MA YING-JEOU ON PEACE AND 
DIPLOMACY 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my unwavering support to the people of 
the Republic of China Taiwan. The United 
States and Taiwan are two like-minded coun-
tries. The Taiwanese people share our same 
cultural values of respect for individual lib-
erties, freedom of speech, adherence to the 
rule of law, and support for human rights. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
share a speech entitled ‘‘True Friendship 
Lasts Forever’’ delivered by Taiwan President 
Ma Ying-jeou on June 2, 2015, at a video con-
ference at Stanford University. In his speech, 
President Ma delineated the importance of fu-
ture cooperation opportunities between our 
two countries. Below is the summary of Presi-
dent Ma’s speech. For the full transcript, 
please visit the website of the office of the 
President of the Republic of China: http:// 
www.president.gov.tw 

‘‘I am very happy to be here for today’s vid-
eoconference. This year marks the 70th anni-
versary of the end of World War II, as well as 
the Republic of China’s (ROC) victory in the 
War of Resistance Against Japan. In July 
1937, two years before World War II broke 
out, ROC forces began fighting against Japa-
nese aggression alone, and for four long 
years, they continued with virtually no outside 
help. It wasn’t until the Pearl Harbor attack in 
December 1941 that the ROC joined forces 
with the Allies to declare war against Japan, 
Germany, and Italy. 

Although the ROC and U.S. severed diplo-
matic ties in 1979, barely three months later, 
the U.S. Congress passed the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (TRA). Under that Act, Taiwan is 
treated as a foreign government for purposes 
of U.S. law and in U.S. courts. The Act also 
requires the U.S. to provide Taiwan with de-
fensive weapons. 

Since I came into office in 2008, mutual 
ROC–U.S. trust has been restored at the high-
est levels of government. And over the past 
two years, there have been frequent, recip-
rocal visits by high-level officials. In April 2014, 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Admin-
istrator Gina McCarthy visited Taiwan, and 
Charles Rivkin, Assistant Secretary of State 

for Economic and Business Affairs is visiting 
Taiwan now. At the same time, heads of var-
ious ROC government agencies have visited 
the U.S., so there is a solid foundation of mu-
tual trust there. 

In addition to strong security ties, Taiwan- 
U.S. trade relations have also made significant 
progress over the last few years. In March 
2013, after a five-year hiatus, we reopened 
negotiations with the U.S. under the Trade 
and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA), 
a platform set up in 1994 to facilitate talks in 
trade and investment matters. We have con-
tinued bilateral consultations in a series of 12 
work conferences, and have made significant 
progress. At the end of March 2015, the ROC 
is America’s 10th largest trading partner, sur-
passing Brazil and Saudi Arabia, and the U.S. 
is Taiwan’s third largest, after mainland China 
and Japan. 

Let me turn to cross-strait relations. Over 
the past seven years, Taiwan and mainland 
China have signed 21 agreements. During that 
same period, visitors from mainland China 
have made over 14 million trips to Taiwan, al-
most four million of them in the past year 
alone. So the cross-strait situation is more sta-
ble and peaceful than it has ever been in the 
past 66 years. 

In addition to seeking stable development in 
cross-strait and ROC–U.S. relations, Taiwan 
has also taken concrete actions over the past 
few years to be a regional peacemaker in both 
the East China Sea, and the South China 
Sea. Back in August 2012, I proposed the 
East China Sea Peace Initiative. That Initiative 
asks stakeholders to forgo conflict in favor of 
peaceful negotiations, and emphasizes co-
operation in sharing resources. Eight months 
later in April 2013, Taiwan and Japan signed 
a fisheries agreement that embodies the spirit 
of that Initiative, and solved a fisheries dispute 
between Taiwan and Japan that has troubled 
both countries for 40 years. That agreement 
elicited widespread praise and support from 
the global community. Secretary of State John 
Kerry has publicly stated that the ROC–Japan 
fisheries agreement is a model for promoting 
regional stability, and that the principles at the 
heart of the East China Sea Peace Initiative 
apply to all of the waters in Asia. 

In the East China Sea, the East China Sea 
Peace Initiative encourages stakeholders to 
shelve their disputes, and cooperate to create 
win-win situations. Its success makes it a 
model for peaceful development in the South 
China Sea. On May 26, 2015, I formally an-
nounced the South China Sea Peace Initiative, 
hoping that the relevant parties will: ‘‘shelve 
sovereignty dispute, pursue peace and reci-
procity, and promote joint exploration and de-
velopment.’’ By upholding those principles, we 
hope that all the parties involved will work to-
gether to maintain regional peace and pro-
mote regional development. A U.S. State De-
partment official stated that the U.S. appre-
ciates the proposals in the South China Sea 
Peace Initiative. I sincerely hope that all of the 
outstanding scholars and experts gathered 
here will support the pursuit of peace.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, this tribute recognizes the im-
portance of the relationship between the 
United States and the Republic of China Tai-
wan as strategic partners under the Taiwan 
Relations Act. 

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED 
SERVICE OF SENIOR JUDGE WIL-
LIAM STAFFORD 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Judge William Stafford for his 40 
years as a federal judge on the bench of the 
United States District Court for the Northern 
District of Florida. Since receiving his appoint-
ment by President Gerald Ford on May 30, 
1975, Judge Stafford has worked tirelessly to 
uphold our Constitution, and his service is a 
true testament to his patriotism and commit-
ment to justice. 

Judge Stafford’s service to our Nation 
began many years prior to his appointment as 
a federal judge, when, as a recent law school 
graduate, he joined the United States Navy, 
serving with honor and distinction until 1960. 
After nearly a decade in private practice, 
Judge Stafford served as a United States At-
torney for the Northern District of Florida from 
1969 until he received his appointment to 
serve as a federal judge. 

During his time on the bench, Judge Staf-
ford has served in numerous important posi-
tions, including more than 10 years as Chief 
Judge of the United States District Court for 
the Northern District of Florida and nearly 20 
years as Senior Judge. In addition, he also 
served for 7 years as a judge on the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court, which helps 
ensure that our Nation remains safe from 
those who seek to do us harm. 

As a result of his excellence on the bench, 
Judge Stafford has received numerous profes-
sional appointments and awards. He served 
nearly a decade on the Committees of Judicial 
Conference of the United States, a position 
appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, in addition to myriad committee assign-
ments with the Florida Bar, and a term as 
President of the District Judges Association of 
the Eleventh Circuit. Judge Stafford has also 
received recognitions including the Temple 
Law Alumni Achievement Award and the 
American Bar Association’s Law Day USA Na-
tional Speech Award, and his commitment to 
the legal profession saw him help found the 
American Inns of Court’s Tallahassee Inn, 
which was renamed the William H. Stafford 
American Inn of Court in his honor. 

Judge Stafford’s commitment to service and 
dedication to his community extend far beyond 
his judicial service, and he has served both St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in Tallahassee and 
Christ Church in Pensacola, in addition to 
service in the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and 
the Dioceses of Florida and of the Central Gulf 
Coast. As a leader in civic society, Judge Staf-
ford is a longtime Rotary Club member, having 
served as President of the Tallahassee Rotary 
Club and received awards such as the Fred-
erick Clifton Moor Award; served as President 
of the Tallahassee YMCA; and served on nu-
merous Boards, including the Friends of Leon 
County Library Board, Sacred Heart Hospital 
of Pensacola’s Board of Directors, as well as 
the Board of Directors of the Pensacola Sym-
phony. He is also a longtime member of fra-
ternal organizations and has received both the 
Grand Cross of Honour from the Scottish Rite 
and was named Grand Orator. 
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